
FAIRVIEW INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
6TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM MAP 

 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: The World: Geography handbook, Looking at the earth, Water, Climate and Vegetation, The World’s People  

 Big Idea: Government/Civics, Culture and Society, Economics, Geography, 

August  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting 
and impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
* Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages 
and skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, 
patterns and processes to be members of the society 
* Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, 
family) to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture 
* Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety of 
fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, societies and 
governments of the present day. 

* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use 
of resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and 
solve geographic issues in the present day. 
* Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
* Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized 
by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
* Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs. Human 
actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or promotes human activities in 
the present day. 
* Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment through the 
use of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations involve the consequences . 
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Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms of 
government in the present 
day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

* Students will describe/give 
examples of similarities and 
differences between rights and 
responsibilities of individuals living in 
countries with different forms of 
government 
* Students will understand that 
culture is a system of beliefs, 
knowledge, institutions, 
customs/traditions, languages and 
skills shared by a group of people. 
Through a society’s culture, 
individuals learn the relationships, 
structures, patterns and processes to 
be members of the society. 
* Students will understand that 
cultures develop social institutions 
(e.g., government, economy, 
education, religion, family) to 
structure society, influence behavior 
and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that 
interactions among individuals and 
groups assume various forms (e.g., 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.2.1 
Students will compare how cultures 
(present day) develop social institutions 
(family, religion, education, government, 
economy) to respond to human needs, 
structure society and influence behavior. 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
              Vocabulary 
Geography 
Landform 
Environment 
GPS 
GIS 
Artifact 
Fossil 
Solar system 
Orbit 
Atmosphere 
Axis 
Revolution 
Leap year 
Summer solstice 
Winter solstice 
Equinox 
Core 
Mantle 
Magma 
Crust 
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compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) and are influenced by 
culture. 
* Students will understand that the 
basic economic problem confronting 
individuals, societies and 
governments across present day 
geographic regions is scarcity: as a 
result of scarcity, economic choices 
and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that 
economic systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, mixed) and a 
variety of fundamental economic 
concepts (e.g., supply and demand, 
opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the 
present day. 
* Students will understand that 
individuals, businesses and 
governments must make economic 
decisions about the use of resources 
in the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services 
* Students will understand that 
markets are institutional 
arrangements that enable buyers and 
sellers to exchange goods and 
services. 
* Students will understand that the 
use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, 
globes, photographs, models, charts, 
graphs, databases, and satellite 
images) and mental maps helps 
interpret information, analyze 
patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
* Students will understand that 
patterns emerge as humans move, 
settle, and interact on Earth’s surface 

resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.2.1 
Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
SS-06-3.3.3 

Students will explain how competition 
among buyers and sellers impacts the 
price of goods and services. 
                                                             DOK 2 
SS-06-3.4.3 

Students will explain how international 
economic activities are interdependent in the 
present day DOK 2 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 

SS-06-4.1.2 

Students will describe how different factors 
(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where 
human activities are located in the present 

Continent 
Earthquake 
Plate tectonics 
Tsunami 
Fault 
Weathering 
Erosion 
Glacier 
Elevation 
Plain 
Plateau 
Isthmus 
Peninsula 
Island 
Continental shelf 
Trench 
Strait 
Channel 
Delta 
Water cycle 
Glacier 
Groundwater 
Aquifer 
Weather 
Climate 
Drought 
El nino 
La nina 
Current 
Rain shadow 
Green house effect 
Rain forest 
Climate zones 
Acid rain 
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and can be identified by examining 
the location of physical and human 
characteristics, how they are 
arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, 
political, cultural and social 
processes interact to shape patterns 
of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and 
conflict. 
* Students will understand that 
regions help us to see Earth as an 
integrated system of places and 
features organized by such principles 
as landform types, political units, 
economic patterns and cultural 
groups. 
* Students will understand that 
people depend on, adapt to, or 
modify the environment to meet basic 
needs. Human actions modify the 
physical environment and in turn, the 
physical environment limits or 
promotes human activities in the 
present day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

day 
SS-06-4.3.1 
Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 
DOK 3 
 

Deforestation 
Crop rotation 
Conservation 
Pesticide 
Ecosystem 
Culture 
Ethnic group 
Diffusion 
Dialect 
Democracy 
Dictatorship 
Monarchy 
Population density 
Famine 
Urbanization 
Emigrate 
Refugee 
Resource 
Economic system 
Tariff 
Developed country 
Developing country 
Rights 
Responsibilities 
Interdependence 
Globalization 
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 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: The United States and Canada 

 Big Idea: Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Perspective 

 
September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, 
family) to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages 
and skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, 
patterns and processes to be members of the society 
* Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among 

individuals, regions and nations of the present day. 
* Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to exchange 
goods and services 
* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use 
of resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and 
solve geographic issues in the present day. 
* Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
* Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized 
by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
* Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs. Human 
actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or promotes human activities in 
the present day. 
* Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment through the 
use of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations involve the consequences of 
interactions between human and physical systems. 
* Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, political, 
economic, geographic and historical differences 
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Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 

*Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, 
skills and literature) of diverse 
groups in the present day, including 
non-western cultures within the 
United States, in current 
events/news using information from 
a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., media, literature, 
interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
* Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 

*Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 

*SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.2.1 

Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 
*SS-06-3.4.1 

Students will explain ways in which the 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
              Vocabulary 
Contiguous 
Megalopolis 
Coral reef 
Free enterprise system 
Service industry 
Navigable 
Fossil fuel 
Acid rain 
Landfill 
Recycling 
Free trade 
Colony 
Representative Democracy 
Federal Republic 
Secede 
Immigrant 
Rural 
Urban 
Suburb 
NAFTA 
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resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world . 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

b) compare economic systems 
(e.g., traditional, command, 
market, mixed) 

explain how the prices of goods and 
services are determined by supply 
and Students will understand that 
economic systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, mixed) and a 
* variety of fundamental economic 
concepts (e.g., supply and demand, 
opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the 
present day. 

basic economic questions about the 
production, distribution and consumption 
of goods and services are addressed in the 
present day. 
 

* SS-06-3.4.3 

Students will explain how international 
economic activities are interdependent in the 
present day DOK 2 
* SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 

*SS-06-4.1.2 

Students will describe how different factors 
(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where 
human activities are located in the present 
day. 

* SS-06-4.3.1 

Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 

Province 
Tundra 
Glacier 
Prairie 
Cordillera 
Newsprint 
Dominion  
Parliamentary Democracy 
Prime Minister 
Bilingual 
Autonomy 
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demand in market economies 
*Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day societies: 

a) describe how competition 
among buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of goods 
and services 

explain ways in which societies 
(within the U.S. and in world regions) 
address basic economic questions 
(e.g., how resources are used to 
produce goods and services, how 
regions increase productivity) about 
the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

a) locate, in absolute and relative 
terms, landforms and bodies of 
water 

locate and interpret patterns on 
Earth’s surface (e.g., how different 
factors, such as rivers, mountains and 
plains affect where human activities 
are located) 
* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships between 
and among physical 
characteristics (e.g., 
mountains, bodies of water, 

DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.2.1 

Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development).  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 

* SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 

* SS-06-4.2.2 

Students will describe and give 
examples of how places and regions in 
the present day change over time as 
technologies, resources and 
knowledge become available.  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.1 

Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 
modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
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valleys) of present day 
regions and how they are 
made distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers); 
describe advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement) 
that resulted 

* describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; 
explain relationships between these 
patterns and human needs; analyze 
how factors (e.g., war, famine, 
disease, economic opportunity, 
technology) impact human migration 
today 

*Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships between 
and among physical 
characteristics (e.g., 
mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) of present day 
regions and how they are 
made distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers); 
describe advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement) 
that resulted 

 
*Students will investigate interactions 

environment in regions. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.2 

Students will describe ways in which 
the physical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. 

DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 

*SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions 
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among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 

explain cause and effect 
relationships between the natural 
resources of a place or region and its 
political, social, and economic 
development 

*Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

c) evaluate how availability of 
technology, resources and 
knowledge causes places 
and regions in the present 
day to change 

*Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 

a) explain how people modify 
the physical environment 
(e.g., dams, roads, bridges) to 
meet their needs in different 
regions 

describe how the physical 
environment can promote or restrict 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 
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a) investigate and 
chronologically describe (e.g., 
using timelines, charts, 
fictional and report writing, 
role playing) major events in 
present day regions of the 
world and draw inferences 
about their importance 

b) examine potential causes of 
recent historical events and 
show connections among 
causes and effects; use 
cause-effect relationships to 
identify patterns of historical 
change influenced by 
government, culture, 
economics and/or geography 

 
*Students will analyze major 
historical events and people in 
present day regions of the world 
using information from print and 
non-print sources (e.g., biographies, 
autobiographies, films, magazines, 
Internet) 
 

 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: Latin America, Brazil, Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, Venezuela, Argentina, Andean Country and Colombia 

 Big Idea: Government/Civics ,Culture/Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Perspective 

 
October 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting and 
impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
* Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and 
skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns and 
processes to be members of the society 
* Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, family) 
to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
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* Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment. 
* Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use of 
resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services 
* Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among individuals, 

regions and nations of the present day. 
* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
* Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
* Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by 
such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
* Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment through the use 
of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations involve the consequences of 
interactions between human and physical systems. 
* Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, political, 
economic, geographic and historical differences 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 

*SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 

DOK 2 
* SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
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present day 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 
*Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present day 
* Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 
*Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day societies: 

a) describe how 
competition among 
buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of 
goods and services 

explain ways in which societies 
(within the U.S. and in world regions) 

protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
* SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.2.1 
Students will compare how cultures 
(present day) develop social institutions 
(family, religion, education, government, 
economy) to respond to human needs, 
structure society and influence behavior. 
* SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.1.1 

Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 

assessments,  will be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

               Vocabulary 
Land bridge 
Peninsula 
Latitude 
Altitude 
Hurricane 
Vaquero 
Maquiladora 
Subsistence farm 
Plantation 
Industrialize 
Service industry 
Jade 
Obsidian 
Maize 
Hieroglyphics 
Mural 
Hacienda 
Plaza 
Adobe 
Federal republic 
Migrant worker 
National debt 
Smog 
Isthmus 
Canopy 
Ecotourist 
Literacy rate 
Republic 
Archipelago 
Bauxite 
Communist 
Cooperative 
Embargo 
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address basic economic questions 
(e.g., how resources are used to 
produce goods and services, how 
regions increase productivity) about 
the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services 
* SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 
explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

b) compare economic 
systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) 

explain how the prices of goods and 
services are determined by supply 
and Students will understand that 
economic systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, mixed) and a 
variety of fundamental economic 
concepts (e.g., supply and demand, 

in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.2.1 

Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.4.1 

Students will explain ways in which the 
basic economic questions about the 
production, distribution and consumption 
of goods and services are addressed in the 
present day. 
* SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.1.2 

Students will describe how different factors 
(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where 
human activities are located in the present 
day 

Free trade zone 
Commonwealth 
Columbian exchange 
Basin 
Selva 
Escarpment 
Favela 
Deforestation 
Pampas 
Estancia 
Gaucho 
Hydroelectric 
Llanos 
Caudillo 
Cordillera 
Cash crop 
Mestizo 
Navigable 
Foothills 
Empire 
Landlocked 
Altiplano 
Sodium nitrate 
Cocaine 
Smugglers 
Paramilitaries 
Heroin 
Drug abuse 
Customs officer 
Supply 
Demand 
 
 
 



FAIRVIEW INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
6TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM MAP 

opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the 
present day. 
demand in market economies 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

a) locate, in absolute and 
relative terms, landforms 
and bodies of water 

locate and interpret patterns on Earth’s 
surface (e.g., how different factors, 
such as rivers, mountains and plains 
affect where human activities are 
located) 
* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted 

*describe patterns of human 

* SS-06-4.3.1 

Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 
DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.4.1 

Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 
modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
environment in regions. DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.2 

Students will describe ways in which 
the physical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. 

DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 

* SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
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settlement in the present day; explain 
relationships between these patterns 
and human needs; analyze how 
factors (e.g., war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity, technology) 
impact human migration today 

* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted 

*Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 

a) explain how people 
modify the physical 
environment (e.g., dams, 
roads, bridges) to meet 
their needs . 

 

 
 

group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day 

*SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions 
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 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: Europe, Early History, Classical Greece and Rome, Medieval Europe,  Modern History 

 Big Idea: Culture/ Society, Government, Economics, Geography 

 
November 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting and 
impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
* Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and 
skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns and 
processes to be members of the society 
* Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, family) 
to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment. 
* Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use of 
resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
* Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods and 
services. 

* Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among individuals, 

regions and nations of the present day. 
* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict 
*Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by 
such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 
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and be able to apply to new situations? 
*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

SS-6-GC-S-3 

Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
* Students will describe/give 
examples of similarities and 
differences between rights and 
responsibilities of individuals living in 
countries with different forms of 
government 

*Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws.  DOK 3 
 

 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
               Vocabulary 
Classical 
Polis 
Democracy 
Republic 
Consul 
Emperor 
Pope 
Missionary 
Common law 
Feudalism 
Vassal 
Manor 
Serf 
Guild 
Charter 
Indulgences 
Revolution 
Divine right of Kings 
Productivity 
Textiles 
Human resources 
Union 
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of government: 

explain how democratic 
governments of the present day 
function to preserve and protect the 
rights (e.g., voting), liberty, and 
property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate 
rules and laws 
 
 
 
 
 

Strike 
Imperialism 
Communism 
Holocaust 
Genocide 
Cold war 
Nuclear weapon 
Deterrence 
Satellite nation 
Blockade 
Airlift 
Euro 

 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: Western Europe, British Isles, France, Southern Europe,  Eastern Europe, Poland, Rebuilding the Ukraine Countries 

 Big Idea: Government/Civics, Cultural/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical perspective 

 
December 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting and 
impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
* Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
* Students will understand that democratic governments of the present day function to protect the rights, liberty and 
property of their citizens while promoting the common good. 
* Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and 
skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns and 
processes to be members of the society. 
* Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, family) 
to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. 
* Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment 
* Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use of 
resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
* Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods and 
services. 
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* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
* Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
* Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by 
such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

*Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
* Students will describe/give 
examples of similarities and 
differences between rights and 
responsibilities of individuals living in 
countries with different forms of 

*SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day.      DOK  2 
* SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
* SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
             Vocabulary 
Moor 
Peat 
Bog 
Parliamentary democracy 
Constitutional monarchy 
Navigable 
Polder 
Multinational 
Multilingual 
Autobahn 
Federal republic 
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government 

*Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

explain how democratic 
governments of the present day 
function to preserve and protect the 
rights (e.g., voting), liberty, and 
property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate 
rules and laws 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 

* Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, 
skills and literature) of diverse 
groups in the present day, including 
non-western cultures within the 
United States, in current 

* SS-06-2.2.1 
Students will compare how cultures 
(present day) develop social institutions 
(family, religion, education, government, 
economy) to respond to human needs, 
structure society and influence behavior. 
* SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.1.1 

Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.2.1 

Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.4.1 

Students will explain ways in which the 
basic economic questions about the 

activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Reunification 
Neutrality 
Continental divide 
Fjord 
Welfare state 
Heavy industry 
Sauna 
Geyser 
Geothermal energy 
Dry farming 
Sirocco 
Coalition government 
Bog 
Communist state 
Acid rain 
Pope 
Baltic republic 
Warsaw 
Baltic sea 
Danube river 
Budapest 
Landlocked 
Nomad 
Privatize 
Ethnic group 
Consumer goods 
Ethnic cleansing 
Refugee 
Mosque 
Sarajevo 
Belgrade 
Kosovo 
Macedonia 
Skopje 
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events/news using information from 
a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., media, literature, 
interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
*Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present 
day 
* Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 

*Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

explain how scarcity requires 

production, distribution and consumption 
of goods and services are addressed in the 
present day. 
 
* SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* Students will explain how in present 

day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 
* SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.1.2 

Students will describe how different factors 
(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where 
human activities are located in the present 
day 

* SS-06-4.2.1 

Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 

Kiev 
Potash 
Crimean peninsula 
Black sea 
Baltic sea 
Croatia 
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individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

b) compare economic 
systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) 

explain how the prices of goods and 
services are determined by supply 
and Students will understand that 
economic systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, mixed) and a 
variety of fundamental economic 
concepts (e.g., supply and demand, 
opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the 
present day. 

demand in market economies 
*Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of markets by 
providing scenarios to illustrate how 
goods and services are exchanged; 
explain how money can be used to 
express the market value of goods 
and services; describe the 
relationship between money and 
ease of trading, borrowing, investing 

advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development).  

DOK 2 
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and saving; analyze the connections 
between economic conditions and 
current events of the present day 
* Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 
*locate, in absolute and relative terms, 
landforms and bodies of water 

locate and interpret patterns on 
Earth’s surface (e.g., how different 
factors, such as rivers, mountains and 
plains affect where human activities 
are located) 
* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 
* describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; explain 
relationships between these patterns 
and human needs; analyze how 
factors (e.g., war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity, technology) 
impact human migration today 
* 

 
 
 
 

 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: Russia and the Eurasian Republics 

 Big Idea: Government/ Civics, Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Society 

January 
 

* Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting and 
impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
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* Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and 
skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns and 
processes to be members of the society 
* Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, family) 
to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
* Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture 
* Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment. 
* Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
* Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use of 
resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
* Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods 
and services 
* Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among individuals, 

regions and nations of the present day. 
* Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict 
* Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by 
such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
* Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs. Human 
actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or promotes human activities in the 
present day. 
* Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment through the use 
of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations involve the consequences of 
interactions between human and physical systems. 
* Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, political, 
economic, geographic and historical differences. 
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Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

SS-6-GC-S-3 

Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day. 
SS-6-GC-S-2 
* Students will describe/give 
examples of similarities and 
differences between rights and 
responsibilities of individuals living in 
countries with different forms of 
government... 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
* Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 
DOK 2 
* SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
* SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.2.1 
Students will compare how cultures 
(present day) develop social institutions 
(family, religion, education, government, 
economy) to respond to human needs, 
structure society and influence behavior. 
* SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will  be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
             Vocabulary 
Ural Mountains 
Steppe 
Tundra 
Permafrost 
Taiga 
Black Sea 
International Space Station 
Kiev 
Czars 
Peter Tchaikovsky 
1812 Overture 
Industrialize 
Communist State 
Cold War 
Free enterprise 
Glasnost 
Lenin 
Engels 
Marx 
Democracy 
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questions about different forms of 
government in the present day. 
SS-6 –CS-S-5 

* Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, 
skills and literature) of diverse 
groups in the present day, including 
non-western cultures within the 
United States, in current 
events/news using information from 
a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., media, literature, 
interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-CS-S-2 
*Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present 
day. 
SS-6-CS-3 
*Students will explain how 
communications between groups 
can be influenced by cultural 
differences; explain how interactions 
(e.g., political, economic, religious, 
ethnic) can lead to conflict and 
competition among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
 
SS-6-E-S-1 
* Students will demonstrate an 

competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.1.1 

Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-3.2.1 

Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

* SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 

Federal republic 
Majority group 
Minority group 
Leo Tolstoy 
Nuclear energy 
Life expectancy 
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understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

a) locate, in absolute and 
relative terms, landforms 
and bodies of water 

locate and interpret patterns on 
Earth’s surface (e.g., how different 
factors, such as rivers, mountains and 
plains affect where human activities 
are located) 
SS-6-G-S-2 
* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted. 

* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 

* SS-06-3.4.3 

Students will explain how international 
economic activities are interdependent in the 
present day DOK 2 
* SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
 
* SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.1.2 

Students will describe how different factors 
(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where 
human activities are located in the present 
day. 

* SS-06-4.3.1 

Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
* SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
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Internet, geographic tools): 
b) 

*describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; 
explain relationships between these 
patterns and human needs; analyze 
how factors (e.g., war, famine, 
disease, economic opportunity, 
technology) impact human migration 
today. 
SS-6-G-S-2 

* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted. 

 SS-6-G-S-3 
*Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 

factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 
DOK 3 

* SS-06-4.2.1 

Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development).  

DOK 2 

* SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day 

* SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 

*SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
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explain cause and effect 
relationships between the natural 
resources of a place or region and its 
political, social, and economic 
development 

* Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

c) evaluate how availability 
of technology, resources 
and knowledge causes 
places and regions in the 
present day to change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in present day regions 
* 

 Sixth Grade Social Studies curriculum Framework 

 Topic: North Africa and Southwest Asia 

 Big Idea: Government/ Civics, Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Society 

February 
 
 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflecting and 
impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
*Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that democratic governments of the present day function to protect the rights, liberty and property 
of their citizens while promoting the common good. 
*Students will understand that the United States does not exist in isolation; its democratic form of government has played 
and continues to play a role in our interconnected society. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills 
shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns and 
processes to be members of the society. 
*Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, religion, family) to 
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structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
*Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. 
*Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment. 
*Students will understand that an appreciation of the diverse complexity of cultures is essential in our global society. 
*Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across 
present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made. 
*Students will understand that economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety of fundamental 
economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, societies and governments of the present 
day. 
*Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions about the use of 
resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
*Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods and 
services. 
*Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among individuals, regions and 
nations of the present day. 
*Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, 
databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and solve 
geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and can be 
identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and why they are in 
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, 
interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
*Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by 
such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
*Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs. Human actions 
modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or promotes human activities in the present day. 
*Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment through the use of 
land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations involve the consequences of 
interactions between human and physical systems. 
*Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, political, economic, 
geographic and historical differences. 
*Students will understand that people and groups react and adapt to change over time in a variety of ways based on their 
needs, goals and experiences. 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 
 

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
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write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms of 
government in the present 
day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-2 
Students will describe/give examples 
of similarities and differences 
between rights and responsibilities of 
individuals living in countries with 
different forms of government 
 SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
explain how democratic governments 
of the present day function to 
preserve and protect the rights (e.g., 
voting), liberty, and property of their 
citizens by making, enacting and 
enforcing appropriate rules and laws 
present day. 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 

sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 

test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will  be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
             Vocabulary 
Nile River 
Saudi Arabia 
Oman 
Egypt 
Sahara 
Riyadh 
Syria 
Caspian Sea 
Dead Sea 
Mt. Nowshak 
Lebanon 
Birth Place of Civilization 
Pyramids of Giza 
Mummy of Abusir 
Polytheism 
Theocracy 
Cuneiform 
Empire 
Delta 
Pharaoh 
Pyramid 
 Hieroglyphics 
Papyrus 
Tigris River  
Euphrates River 



FAIRVIEW INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
6TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM MAP 

sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
d) analyze information found in 

current events/news(e.g., TV, 
radio, internet, articles) about 
different present day 
governments and how they 
may reflect /impact culture 

SS-6-CS-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-CS-S-2 

Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.1.1 
Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.2.1 
Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 

Mediterranean Sea 
Persian Gulf 
Sumer 
Akkad 
Babylon 
Hammurabi’s Code 
Phoenicians 
Lebanon 
Mummification 
Nebuchadnezzar 
Upper Egypt 
Lower Egypt 
City-State 
Monotheism 
Judaism 
Covenant 
Christianity 
Islam 
Prophet 
Messiah 
Disciple 
Five Pillars of Faith 
The Ten Commandments 
Israel 
Jerusalem 
Passover 
Yom Kippur 
Jesus 
Torah 
Christos 
Roman Catholic 
Muhammad 
Mecca 
The Quran 
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Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 

supply and demand. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 
SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 

 
SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
 
SS-06-3.3.3 

Students will explain how competition 
among buyers and sellers impacts the 
price of goods and services in the present 
day. 
SS- 06-3.4.3 

Makkah 
Hajj 
Silt 
Oasis 
Phosphate 
Republic 
Fellahin 
Bazaar 
Mosque 
Sinai Peninsula 
Suez 
Red Sea 
Oasis 
Libyan Desert 
Sahara 
Cairo 
Aswan High Dam 
Fellahin 
Bazaar 
Service Industries 
Libya 
Aquifers 
Tripoli 
Dictatorship 
Tunisia 
Algeria 
Morocco 
Maghreb 
Tunis 
Atlas Mountain 
Secular 
Civil War 
Casbahs 
Constitutional monarchy 
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States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 
explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 
SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

b) compare economic systems 
(e.g., traditional, command, 
market, mixed) 

     C)   explain how the prices of 
goods and services are determined 
by supply and demand in market 
economies. 
SS-6-E-S-3 
Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day societies: 

Student will explain how international 
economic activities are interdependent in 
present day. 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day. 
SS-06-4.1.2 
Student will describe how different 
factors such as :rivers, mountains, 
plains….effect where human activities 
are located in the present day.  

DOK 3 
SS-06-4.3.1 
Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 
DOK 3 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of waetr, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 

Western Sahara 
Rabat 
Turkey 
Sea of Marmara 
Dardanelles 
Anatolia 
Pontic Mt. 
Taurus Mountains 
Istanbul 
Black Sea 
Ankara 
Damascus 
Beirut 
Jordan 
Amman 
Golan Heights 
Negev 
Tel Aviv 
Moshav 
Kibbutz 
Holocaust 
West Bank 
Gaza Strip 
Jerusalem 
Persian Gulf 
Desalinization 
Caliph 
Riyadh 
Kuwait 
Qatar 
United Arab Emirates 
Qatar 
Oman 
Yemen 
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a) describe how competition 
among buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of goods 
and services 

     b ) explain ways in which societies 
(within the U.S. and in world regions) 
address basic economic questions 
(e.g., how resources are used to 
produce goods and services, how 
regions increase productivity) about 
the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services. 
SS-6-E-S-2 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of markets by 
providing scenarios to illustrate how 
goods and services are exchanged; 
explain how money can be used to 
express the market value of goods 
and services; describe the 
relationship between money and 
ease of trading, borrowing, investing 
and saving; analyze the connections 
between economic conditions and 
current events of the present day. 
SS-6-E-S-3 
Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day society. 
     C)  analyze examples that 
demonstrate interdependence of 
international economic activities. 
SS-6-G-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

a) locate, in absolute and relative 
terms, landforms and bodies of 

human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development).  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 
 
SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). 

DOK 2  
SS-06-4.2.2 
Students will describe and give 
examples of how places and regions in 
the present day change over time as 
technologies, resources and 
knowledge become available.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.1 
Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 

Muscat 
Arabian Sea 
Sanaa 
Iraq 
Alluvial Plain 
Baghdad 
Embargo 
Elburz Mt. 
Tehran 
Shahs 
Islamic Republic 
Afghanistan 
Hindu Kush 
Kabul 
Nigeria 
Mangrove 
Savannas 
Harmattan 
Subsistence farms 
Kano 
Lagos 
Ibadan 
Abuja 
Mauritania 
Mali 
Burkina Faso 
Niger 
Chad 
Overgraze 
Drought 
Desertification 
Tombouctou 
Cape Verde 
Senegal 
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water 
      b   )locate and interpret patterns on 
Earth’s surface (e.g., how different 
factors, such as rivers, mountains and 
plains affect where human activities 
are located) 
SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships between 
and among physical 
characteristics (e.g., 
mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) of present day 
regions and how they are 
made distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers); 
describe advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement) 
that resulted 

b) describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; 
explain relationships between 
these patterns and human 
needs; analyze how factors 
such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and 
technology impact human 
migration today. 

SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day:  

modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
environment in regions. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.2 
Students will describe ways in which 
the physical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.2 
Students will describe ways in which 
the physical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.4 
Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 

 
SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions 

Gambia 
Guinea-Bissau 
Guinea 
Sierra Leone 
Liberia 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Ghana 
Togo 
Benin 
Gulf of Guinea 
Abidjan 
Accra 
Port Harcourt 
Dakar 
Bauxite 
Monrovia 
Yamoussoukro 
Accra Lake volta 
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    c )  explain cause and effect 
relationships between the natural 
resources of a place or region and its 
political, social, and economic 
development. 

SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of the 
Earth’s surface using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 
     d)   evaluate how availability of 
technology, resources and 
knowledge causes places and 
regions in the present day to change 
SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present  
day: 
      a) 
      

explain how people modify 
the physical environment 
(e.g., dams, roads, bridges) 
to meet their needs in 
different regions 

         b ) describe how the physical 
environment can promote or restrict 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day.   
SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of the 
Earth’s surface using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 
       c)interpret current events in the 
world from a geographic perspective 

SS-06-5.1.2 
Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions 
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SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 
       a)  describe how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use 
(e.g., urban development, recycling) 
of natural resources using current 
events 
SS-6-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 
        

a)        investigate and 
chronologically describe (e.g., 
using timelines, charts, 
fictional and report writing, 
role playing) major events in 
present day regions of the 
world and draw inferences 
about their importance 

b) examine potential causes of 
recent historical events and 
show connections among 
causes and effects; use 
cause-effect relationships to 
identify patterns of historical 
change influenced by 
government, culture, 
economics and/or geography 

 
SS-6-HP-S-2 
Students will analyze major historical 
events and people in present day 
regions of the world using information 
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from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., biographies, autobiographies, 
films, magazines, internet) 
 

                                                          
SS-6-HP-S-1                             
 Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 

c) analyze historical events, 
conditions and 
perspectives of different 
individuals and groups 
(e.g., by gender, race, 
region, ethnic group, 
age, economic status, 
religion, political group) 
in present day regions of 
the world 

SS-6-HP-S-2 
Students will analyze major historical 
events and people in present day 
regions of the world using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., biographies, autobiographies, 
films, magazines, internet) 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps) 

 

 Topic: Central and East Africa , Southern Africa , Asia and South Asia 

 Big Idea: : Government/ Civics, Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Society  

March 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each 
reflecting and impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
*Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
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*Students will understand that democratic governments of the present day function to protect the rights, 
liberty and property of their citizens while promoting the common good. 
*Students will understand that the United States does not exist in isolation; its democratic form of 
government has played and continues to play a role in our interconnected society. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, 
languages and skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the 
relationships, structures, patterns and processes to be members of the society. 
*Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, 
religion, family) to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
*Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. 
*Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and 
their environment. 
*Students will understand that an appreciation of the diverse complexity of cultures is essential in our 
global society. 
*Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and 
governments across present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices 
and decisions must be made. 
*Students will understand that economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety 
of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the present day. 
*Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions 
about the use of resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
*Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to 
exchange goods and services. 
*Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among 
individuals, regions and nations of the present day. 
*Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, 
charts, graphs, databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze 
patterns and spatial data, and solve geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface 
and can be identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are 
arranged, and why they are in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes 
interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
*Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features 
organized by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
*Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic 
needs. Human actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or 
promotes human activities in the present day. 
*Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment 
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through the use of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations 
involve the consequences of interactions between human and physical systems. 
*Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, 
political, economic, geographic and historical differences. 

*Students will understand that people and groups react and adapt to change over time in a variety of 
ways based on their needs, goals and experiences. 
 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

*describe different forms of 
government in the present 
day. 

*compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 
common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-2 
Students will describe/give examples 
of similarities and differences 
between rights and responsibilities of 
individuals living in countries with 
different forms of government.          
SS-6-GC-S-1 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. DOK 3 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will  be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
             Vocabulary 
Dem. Republic of Congo 
Cameroon 
Central Africa Republic 
Congo 
Gabon 
Equatorial Guinea 
Sao Tome 
Congo River 
Lake Tanganyika 
Canopy 
Hydroelectric Power 
Kinshasa 
Bantu People 
Tsetse 
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Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
explain how democratic governments 
of the present day function to 
preserve and protect the rights (e.g., 
voting), liberty, and property of their 
citizens by making, enacting and 
enforcing appropriate rules and laws 
present day. 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-CS-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 

individuals and groups in the present 
day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.1.1 
Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.2.1 
Students will compare present day 

of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

Tsetse Fly 
Deforestation 
Libreville 
Brazzaville 
Malabo 
Coral Reef 
Poaching 
Rift Valley 
Mt. Kenya 
Free enterprise system 
Cassava 
Swahili 
Harambee 
Mombasa 
Kenya 
Serengeti Plain 
Tanzania 
Kilimanjaro 
Sisal 
Habitat 
Ecotourists 
Zanzibar 
Tanganyika 
Dar Salaam 
Uganda 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Lake Victoria 
Plantains 
Kampala 
Autonomy 
Watershed 
Endangered Species 
Ethnic Conflict 
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literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-CS-S-2 
Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 
be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 

economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed). DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 

SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
SS-06-3.3.3 

Students will explain how competition 
among buyers and sellers impacts the 
price of goods and services in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 

Genocide 
Refugees 
Sudan 
Ethiopia 
Eritrea 
Djibouti 
Somalia 
Blue Nile 
White Nile 
Khartoum 
Addis Ababa 
Plates 
Clans 
Refugees 
Human Rights 
Convention 
Asylum 
Persecution 
Internally Displaced Persons 
Host Country 
Namib Desert 
Cape of Good Hope 
Industrialized country 
Boers 
Apartheid 
Township 
Lesotho 
Swaziland 
Enclaves 
Zambia 
Malawi 
Zimbabwe 
Botswana 
Zambezi 
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cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 
explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 
SS-6-E-S-1 
     a)   Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 

present day.  

DOK 3 
SS-06-4.3.1 
Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. DOK 3 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 
SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.2.1 

Mosi oa Tunya 
Copper Belt 
Sorghum 
Lusaka 
Lake Malawi 
Limpopo River 
Harare 
Kalahari 
Okavango River 
Pula 
Gaborone 
Namibia 
Angola 
Madagascar 
Comoros 
Cabinda 
Namib Desert 
Slash and Burn Farming 
Cyclone 
Maputo 
Antananarivo 
Comoros 
Seychelles 
Port Louis 
Industrialized Country 
Subcontinent 
Karakorham Range 
Himalaya 
Eastern Ghats 
Western Ghats 
Satpura Range 
Ganges Plain 
Ganges River 
Bay of Bengal 
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within the U.S. and in world regions: 
b) compare economic 

systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) 

explain how the prices of goods and 
services are determined by supply 
and demand in market economies. 
SS-6-E-S-3 
Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day societies: 
      a) 

describe how competition 
among buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of goods 
and services.. 

SS-6-E-S-2 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of markets by 
providing scenarios to illustrate how 
goods and services are exchanged; 
explain how money can be used to 
express the market value of goods 
and services; describe the 
relationship between money and 
ease of trading, borrowing, investing 
and saving; analyze the connections 
between economic conditions and 
current events of the present day. 
SS-6-G-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

b) locate, in absolute and relative 
terms, landforms and bodies of 
water 

locate and interpret patterns on Earth’s 

Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). DOK 2  
SS-06-4.2.2 
Students will describe and give 
examples of how places and regions in 
the present day change over time as 
technologies, resources and 
knowledge become available. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.1 
Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 
modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
environment in regions. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.2 
Students will describe ways in which 
thephysical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. DOK 
2 
SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 

Deccan Plateau 
Monsoons 
Green Revolution 
Jute 
Cottage Industry 
Pesticides 
Indus River 
Caste 
Reincarnation 
Gandhi 
Sikhs 
New Delhi 
Mumbai 
Chennai 
Taj Mahal 
Pakistan 
Bangladesh 
Kashmir 
K2 
Hindu Kush 
Khyber Pass 
Indus River 
Great Indian Desert 
Karachi 
Islamabad 
Brahmaputra Ganges 
Dhaka 
Nepal 
Bhutan 
Sri Lanka 
Mount Everest 
Kathmandu 
Thimphu 
Dzongs 
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surface (e.g., how different factors, 
such as rivers, mountains and plains 
affect where human activities are 
located) 
SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

c) explain relationships between 
and among physical 
characteristics (e.g., 
mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) of present day 
regions and how they are 
made distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers); 
describe advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement) 
that resulted 

SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day:  
    B )  explain cause and effect 
relationships between the natural 
resources of a place or region and its 
political, social, and economic 
development. 
SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 
     C) 

in present day regions. Bhutan 
Sinhalese 
Colombo 
Atoll 
Lagoon 
Male 
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explain how people modify 
the physical environment 
(e.g., dams, roads, bridges) 
to meet their needs in 
different regions 

describe how the physical 
environment can promote or restrict 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day.   
SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of the 
Earth’s surface using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

d) interpret current events in 
the world from a geographic 
perspective 

SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 
describe how individual and group 
perspectives impact the use (e.g., 
urban development, recycling) of 
natural resources using current 
events 
 
 
 

SS-6-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 

*analyze historical events, 
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conditions and perspectives 
of different individuals and 
groups (e.g., by gender, 
race, region, ethnic group, 
age, economic status, 
religion, political group) in 
present day regions of the 
world 

SS-6-HP-S-2 
Students will analyze major historical 
events and people in present day 
regions of the world using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., biographies, autobiographies, 
films, magazines, internet) 

 Topic: China, Japan, Southeast Asia 

 Big Idea: : Government/ Civics, Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Society 

April 
 
 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each 
reflecting and impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
*Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that democratic governments of the present day function to protect the rights, 
liberty and property of their citizens while promoting the common good. 
*Students will understand that the United States does not exist in isolation; its democratic form of 
government has played and continues to play a role in our interconnected society. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, 
languages and skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the 
relationships, structures, patterns and processes to be members of the society. 
*Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, 
religion, family) to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
*Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. 
*Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and 
their environment. 
*Students will understand that an appreciation of the diverse complexity of cultures is essential in our 
global society. 
*Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and 
governments across present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices 
and decisions must be made. 
*Students will understand that economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety 
of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
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societies and governments of the present day. 
*Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions 
about the use of resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
*Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to 
exchange goods and services. 
*Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among 
individuals, regions and nations of the present day. 
*Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, 
charts, graphs, databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze 
patterns and spatial data, and solve geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface 
and can be identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are 
arranged, and why they are in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes 
interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
*Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features 
organized by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
*Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic 
needs. Human actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or 
promotes human activities in the present day. 
*Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment 
through the use of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations 
involve the consequences of interactions between human and physical systems. 
*Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, 
political, economic, geographic and historical differences. 

*Students will understand that people and groups react and adapt to change over time in a variety of 
ways based on their needs, goals and experiences. 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

a) describe different forms 
of government in the 
present day 

b) compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 
Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
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common forms of government 
(e.g., monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day 

SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day. 
SS-6-GC-S-2 
Students will describe/give examples 
of similarities and differences 
between rights and responsibilities of 
individuals living in countries with 
different forms of government 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
explain how democratic governments 
of the present day function to 
preserve and protect the rights (e.g., 
voting), liberty, and property of their 
citizens by making, enacting and 
enforcing appropriate rules and laws. 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 

to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. 
DOK 3 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will  be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

 
             Vocabulary 
Great Wall of China 
Himalaya 
Kunlun Shan 
Tian Shan 
Altay Mt. 
Tibet 
Gobi 
Beijing 
Shanghai 
Yangtze 
Yellow River 
Xi River 
Dikes 
Fault 
Communist State 
Consumer Growth 
Hong Kong 
Macau 
Beijing 
Dynasty 
Confucius 
The Clay Army 
Human Rights 
Exile 
Rural Life  
Urban Life 
Calligraphy 
Pagodas 
Tumen River 
Escapees 
Democracy 
Political Rights 
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write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
analyze information found in current 
events/news(e.g., TV, radio, internet, 
articles) about different present day 
governments and how they may 
reflect /impact culture. 
SS-6-CS-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the complexity 
of culture by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts) of diverse groups 
and explaining how culture serves to 
define present day groups and may 
result in unique perspectives 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-CS-S-2 
Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between groups can 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.1.1 
Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.2.1 
Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed).  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 

SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 

Civil Rights 
Constitution 
Figurehead 
Civics 
Taiwan 
High Technology Industry 
Taipei 
Mongolia 
Steppes 
Nomads 
Empire 
Ulaanbaatar 
Yurts 
Exile 
Pagoda 
Silk Road 
Tsunamis 
Archipelago 
Intensive Cultivation 
Clan 
Shogun 
Samurai 
Constitutional Monarchy 
Megalopolis 
Hokkaido 
Honshu 
Shikoku 
Kyushu 
Mount Fuji 
Kanto Plain 
Tokyo 
Yokohama 
Intensive cultivation 
Hiroshima 
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be influenced by cultural differences; 
explain how interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
can lead to conflict and competition 
among individuals and groups in the 
present day 
SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day. 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 
SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

a) explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and 
governments to make 

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 

 
SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
 
SS-06-3.3.3 

Students will explain how competition 
among buyers and sellers impacts the 
price of goods and services in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 
SS-06-4.3.1 
Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 

Nagasaki 
The Tale of Genji 
Kabuki Theater 
Haiku 
Korean Peninsula 
North Korea 
South Korea 
Hangul 
38th Parallel 
Yalu River 
Seoul 
Kimchi 
Famines 
Pyongyang 
Malay 
Myanmar 
Irrawaddy 
Salween 
Deforestation 
Precious Gems 
Yangon 
Socialism 
Thailand 
Chao Phraya 
Bangkok 
Laos 
Mekong 
Vientiane 
Cambodia 
Phnom Penh 
Gulf of Tonkin 
Vietnam 
South China Sea 
Gulf of Thailand 
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decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., 
natural resources, human 
resources and capital goods) 

SS-6-E-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, using a 
variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet) to investigate 
present day economic problems 
within the U.S. and in world regions: 

b) compare economic 
systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) 

c) explain how the prices of 
goods and services are 
determined by supply and 
demand in market economies 

SS-6-E-S-3 
Students will investigate the 
production and distribution of goods 
and services in present day societies: 

a) describe how 
competition among 
buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of 
goods and services 

b) explain ways in which 
societies (within the U.S. and 
in world regions) address 
basic economic questions 
(e.g., how resources are used 
to produce goods and 
services, how regions 
increase productivity) about 
the production, distribution 

examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. 
DOK 3 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development).  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 
 
SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 

Ho Chi Minh 
Hanoi 
Communist 
Contour Map 
Indonesia 
Sumatra Java 
Celebes 
Borneo 
East Timor 
Plates 
Jakarta 
Bali 
Hindu 
Malaysia 
Malacca 
Kuala Lumpur 
Singapore 
Free Port 
Brunel 
Philippines 
Terraced Fields 
Manila 
Roman Catholic 
Wayang Kulit 
Dalang 
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and consumption of goods 
and services 

SS-6-E-S-2 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of markets by 
providing scenarios to illustrate how 
goods and services are exchanged; 
explain how money can be used to 
express the market value of goods 
and services; describe the 
relationship between money and 
ease of trading, borrowing, investing 
and saving; analyze the connections 
between economic conditions and 
current events of the present day. 
SS-6-G-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns on the 
Earth’s surface, using a variety of 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
charts, graphs, satellite images): 

a) locate, in absolute and 
relative terms, landforms 
and bodies of water 

b) locate and interpret patterns on 
Earth’s surface (e.g., how 
different factors, such as rivers, 
mountains and plains affect 
where human activities are 
located) 

SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of 
the Earth’s surface using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 

advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). 

DOK 2  
SS-06-4.2.2 
Students will describe and give 
examples of how places and regions in 
the present day change over time as 
technologies, resources and 
knowledge become available.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.1 
Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 
modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
environment in regions. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.2 
Students will describe ways in which 
thephysical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. 

DOK 2 
SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions 
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of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted 

b)  describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; 
explain relationships between 
these patterns and human 
needs; analyze how factors 
(e.g., war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity, 
technology) impact human 
migration today. 

SS-6-G-S-2  
Students will investigate regions of the 
Earth’s surface using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

a) explain relationships between 
and among physical 
characteristics (e.g., 
mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) of present day 
regions and how they are 
made distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers); 
describe advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., exploration, 
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migration, trade, settlement) 
that resulted 

SS-6-G-S-3 
Students will investigate interactions 
among human activities and the 
physical environment in the present 
day: 

c) explain cause and effect 
relationships between the 
natural resources of a place 
or region and its political, 
social, and economic 
development 

SS-6-G-S-2 
Students will investigate regions of the 
Earth’s surface using information from 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
books, films, magazines, Internet, 
geographic tools): 

d) interpret current events 
in the world from a 
geographic perspective. 

SS-6-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the interpretative 
nature of history using a variety of 
tools and resources (e.g., primary 
and secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 

a) investigate and 
chronologically describe 
(e.g., using timelines, 
charts, fictional and 
report writing, role 
playing) major events in 
present day regions of 
the world and draw 
inferences about their 
importance 

b) examine potential causes of 
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recent historical events and 
show connections among 
causes and effects; use 
cause-effect relationships to 
identify patterns of historical 
change influenced by 
government, culture, 
economics and/or geography 

SS-6-HP-S-2 
Students will analyze major historical 
events and people in present day 
regions of the world using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., biographies, autobiographies, 
films, magazines, Internet) 
 
 
 

  

 Topic: Australia Oceana and New Zealand, Oceana and Antarctica 

 Big Idea: : Government/ Civics, Culture/ Society, Economics, Geography, Historical Society 

May 
 
 
 
 
 

*Students will understand that the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each 
reflecting and impacting the culture(s) of the people governed. 
*Students will understand that individual rights of people vary under different forms of government. 
*Students will understand that democratic governments of the present day function to protect the rights, 
liberty and property of their citizens while promoting the common good. 
*Students will understand that the United States does not exist in isolation; its democratic form of 
government has played and continues to play a role in our interconnected society. 
*Students will understand that culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, 
languages and skills shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the 
relationships, structures, patterns and processes to be members of the society. 
*Students will understand that cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, 
religion, family) to structure society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 
*Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. 
*Students will understand that culture affects how people in a society behave in relation to groups and 
their environment. 
*Students will understand that an appreciation of the diverse complexity of cultures is essential in our 
global society. 
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*Students will understand that the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and 
governments across present day geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices 
and decisions must be made. 
*Students will understand that economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety 
of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, 
societies and governments of the present day. 
*Students will understand that individuals, businesses and governments must make economic decisions 
about the use of resources in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
*Students will understand that markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and sellers to 
exchange goods and services. 
*Students will understand that our global economy provides for a level of interdependence among 
individuals, regions and nations of the present day. 
*Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, 
charts, graphs, databases, and satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze 
patterns and spatial data, and solve geographic issues in the present day. 
*Students will understand that patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface 
and can be identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are 
arranged, and why they are in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes 
interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 
*Students will understand that regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features 
organized by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups. 
*Students will understand that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic 
needs. Human actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the physical environment limits or 
promotes human activities in the present day. 
*Students will understand that citizens in an interdependent global community change their environment 
through the use of land and other resources. Many of the important issues facing societies and nations 
involve the consequences of interactions between human and physical systems. 
*Students will understand that interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, 
political, economic, geographic and historical differences. 

*Students will understand that people and groups react and adapt to change over time in a variety of 
ways based on their needs, goals and experiences. 

Program of Studies Core Content for Assessment 
What do students need to understand 

and be able to apply to new situations? 

ASSESSMENTS RESOURCES AND VOCABULARY 

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 

SS-06-1.1.1 
Students will compare purposes and 
sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 

Section and chapter 
quiz, reading checks and 
test. Performance 
assessment activity. 

Glencoe “ The World and its 
People.” Reinforcement and 
enrichment activities. Geography 
skills along with reading and 
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a)   describe different forms of 
government in the present day 

b)  compare purposes and sources 
of power in the most common 
forms of government (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship) in the present day. 

SS-6-GC-S-2 
Students will describe/give examples 
of similarities and differences 
between rights and responsibilities of 
individuals living in countries with 
different forms of government. 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information from 
a variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, documents, articles, 
observations, interviews) to investigate, 
explain and answer questions about 
different forms of government in the 
present day. 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the 
nature of government: 
c) explain how democratic 
governments of the present day 
function to preserve and protect 
the rights (e.g., voting), liberty, 
and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting and enforcing 
appropriate rules and laws 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-
print sources (e.g., books, 
documents, articles, observations, 
interviews) to investigate, explain 
and answer questions about 

democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the 
present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-1.1.2 

Students will describe and give examples 
to support how present day democratic 
governments function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty 
and property of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws. DOK 3 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.1 
Students will explain how conflict and 
competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occur among 
individuals and groups in the present 
day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.3.2 

Map and graph skills, 
learning checks and exit 
slips. Writing and 
reading assignments. 
Enrichment skills plus 
quality effort. Pre-
assessments,  will  be 
given to organize and 
demonstrate prior 
knowledge. Formative 
assessments will be 
utilized to help student 
identify his or her own 
weakness and also for 
exit slips to check for 
direct connection 
between guided 
question and schematic 
activity. Summative 
assessments will be 
used as well in the form 
of projects, papers, 
exams, reviews and 
etc… 

writing skills. Cooperative small 
group and whole group 
discussion. Internet and other 
printed and non-printed 
material. 
 
             Vocabulary 
Australia 
Micronesia 
Fiji Islands 
Kiribati 
Marshall Islands 
Nauru 
New Zealand 
Palau 
Papua New Guinea 
Samoa 
Solomon Islands 
Tonga 
Tuvalu 
Vanuatu 
Great Dividing Range 
Tasmania 
Great Barrier Reef 
Coral 
Murray 
Darling 
Outback 
Stations 
Great Artesian Basin 
Marsupials 
Aborigines 
Boomerang 
British Colonies 
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different forms of government in 
the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the 
nature of government: 
d) analyze information found 
in current events/news(e.g., TV, 
radio, internet, articles) about 
different present day governments 
and how they may reflect /impact 
culture. 
SS-6-CS-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, sing, create) of the 
complexity of culture by exploring 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, 
skills, literature, the arts) of 
diverse groups and explaining 
how culture serves to define 
present day groups and may result 
in unique perspectives 
SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples 
of cultural elements (e.g., 
language, the arts, 
customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news 
using information from a variety of 
print and non-print sources (e.g., 
media, literature, interviews, 
observations, documentaries, 
artifacts) 
 

Students will explain how compromise 
and cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals and 
groups in the present day. DOK 2 
SS-06-2.1.1 
Students will explain how elements of 
culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 
beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day 
and may result in unique perspectives. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.1.1 
Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
in the present day to make decisions 
about how productive resources 
(natural resources, human resources 
capital goods) are used.  

DOK 2 
SS-06-3.2.1 
Students will compare present day 
economic systems (traditional, 
command, market, mixed). DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 
Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. 

DOK 2 

SS-06-3.4.2 
Students will describe how new 
knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase human 
productivity in the present day. 
DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.1 

Northern Territory 
Sydney 
Australian Capital Territory 
Melbourne 
Canberra 
Bush 
Southern Alps 
Mount Cook 
Kiwi 
Geothermal 
Hydroelectric 
Auckland 
Wellington 
Maori 
Pakehas 
Ethnocentric 
Sacred Rights 
Treaty of Waitangi 
Iwi 
Maoritanga 
Marsupial 
Geyser 
Melanesia 
Micronesia 
Polynesia 
Coral Sea 
Solomon Islands 
Fiji Islands 
Vanuatu 
New Caledonia 
Cacao 
Copra 
Pidgin 
High Islands 
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o SS-6-CS-S-2 
Students will investigate social 
institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in 
relation to how they respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior in the present day. 

o SS-6-CS-S-3 
o Students will explain how 

communications 
between groups can be 
influenced by cultural 
differences; explain how 
interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) can 
lead to conflict and 
competition among 
individuals and groups in 
the present day 

o SS-6-CS-S-4 
Students will describe conflicts 
between individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation are possible choices to 
resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups in the United States and 
across regions of the world in the 
present day. 

o SS-6-CS-S-3 
o Students will explain how 

communications 
between groups can be 
influenced by cultural 
differences; explain how 
interactions (e.g., 
political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) can 
lead to conflict and 
competition among 

Students will explain how in present 
day market economies, the prices of 
goods and services are determined by 
supply and demand. DOK 2 
SS-06-3.3.2 

Students will explain how money (unit of 
account) can be used to express the 
market value of goods and services and 
how money makes it easier to trade, 
borrow, invest and save in the present 
day.  
SS-06-3.3.3 

Students will explain how competition 
among buyers and sellers impacts the 
price of goods and services in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases, satellite 
images) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in the 
present day.  

DOK 3 
SS-06-4.3.1 
Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the present day 
and explain how these patterns are 
influenced by human needs. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.3.2 

Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations 
may change and/or migrate because of 
factors such as war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity and technology in 
the present day. DOK 3 
SS-06-4.2.1 

Low Islands 
Atollls 
Phosphate 
Trust Territories 
Samoa 
Tonga 
Tuvalu 
Tahiti 
American Samoa 
Papeete 
Crevasses 
Icebergs 
Ice Shelf 
Transantarctic 
Vinson 
South Pole 
Ross Islands 
Mount Erebus 
Krill 
Ozone 
Villa Las Estrellas 
Lake Penguins 
Global Village 
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individuals and groups in 
the present day 

o SS-6-CS-S-4 
o Students will describe 

conflicts between 
individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise 
and cooperation are 
possible choices to 
resolve conflict among 
individuals and groups in 
the United States and 
across regions of the 
world in the present day 

o SS-6-CS-S-5 
Students will compare examples of 
cultural elements (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills 
and literature) of diverse groups in 
the present day, including non-
western cultures within the United 
States, in current events/news using 
information from a variety of print and 
non-print sources (e.g., media, 
literature, interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 

o SS-6-E-S-1 
o Students will 

demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, 
using a variety of print 
and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news 
magazines, textbook, 
Internet) to investigate 
present day economic 
problems within the U.S. 
and in world regions: 

Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.3 

Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impact its 
political, social and economic 
development in the present day. 
SS-06-4.4.4 

Students will explain how individual and 
group perspectives impact the use of 
natural resources (e.g., urban 
development, recycling) in the present 
day. 
SS-06-4.2.1 
Students will describe how regions in 
the present day are made distinctive by 
human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) that create 
advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development). DOK 2  
SS-06-4.2.2 
Students will describe and give 
examples of how places and regions in 
the present day change over time as 
technologies, resources and 
knowledge become available. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.1 
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a) explain how scarcity requires 
individuals, groups and governments 
to make decisions about the use of 
productive resources (e.g., natural 
resources, human resources and 
capital goods) 

o SS-6-E-S-1 
o Students will 

demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
nature of limited 
resources and scarcity, 
using a variety of print 
and non-print sources 
(e.g., news media, news 
magazines, textbook, 
Internet) to investigate 
present day economic 
problems within the U.S. 
and in world regions: 

o b) compare economic 
systems (e.g., traditional, 
command, market, 
mixed) 

c) explain how the prices of 
goods and services are determined 
by supply and demand in market 
economies 

o SS-6-E-S-3 
o Students will investigate 

the production and 
distribution of goods and 
services in present day 
societies: 

o a) describe how 
competition among 
buyers and sellers 
impacts the price of 
goods and services 

b) explain ways in which 

Students will explain how technology 
in the present day assists human 
modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing 
land, building roads) of the physical 
environment in regions. DOK 2 
SS-06-4.4.2 
Students will describe ways in which 
thephysical environment (e.g., natural 
resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits 
human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, 
development) in the present day. DOK 
2 
SS-06-5.1.1 

Students will use a variety of tools (e.g., 
primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives 
of different individuals and groups (e.g., 
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political group) 
in present day regions. 
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societies (within the U.S. and in world 
regions) address basic economic 
questions (e.g., how resources are 
used to produce goods and services, 
how regions increase productivity) 
about the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services 

o SS-6-G-S-1 
o Students will 

demonstrate an 
understanding of 
patterns on the Earth’s 
surface, using a variety 
of geographic tools (e.g., 
maps, globes, charts, 
graphs, satellite images): 

o a) locate, in absolute 
and relative terms, 
landforms and bodies of 
water 

b) locate and interpret patterns 
on Earth’s surface (e.g., how different 
factors, such as rivers, mountains 
and plains affect where human 
activities are located) 

o SS-6-G-S-2 
o Students will investigate 

regions of the Earth’s 
surface using information 
from print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, 
films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic 
tools): 

o a) explain relationships 
between and among 
physical characteristics 
(e.g., mountains, bodies 
of water, valleys) of 
present day regions and 
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how they are made 
distinctive by human 
characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban 
centers); describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement) that 
resulted 

b)  describe patterns of human 
settlement in the present day; explain 
relationships between these patterns 
and human needs; analyze how 
factors (e.g., war, famine, disease, 
economic opportunity, technology) 
impact human migration today 
.   
 
 

SS-6-GC-S-2 
Students will describe/give examples 
of similarities and differences 
between rights and responsibilities of 
individuals living in countries with 
different forms of government 
SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information from 
a variety of print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, documents, articles, 
observations, interviews) to investigate, 
explain and answer questions about 
different forms of government in the 
present day 

   

SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
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c) explain how democratic 
governments of the present 
day function to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., 
voting), liberty, and property 
of their citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing 
appropriate rules and laws 

SS-6-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze information 
from a variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, documents, 
articles, observations, interviews) to 
investigate, explain and answer 
questions about different forms of 
government in the present day 
SS-6-GC-S-1 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, draw, 
write, projects, present) of the nature 
of government: 
e) analyze information found in 

current events/news(e.g., TV, 
radio, internet, articles) about 
different present day 
governments and how they 
may reflect /impact culture 

   

 

 


